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examination of the child's ability, and after ad-
mission the latter is considered to be on proba-
tion during his first year in the secondary school.
Thus, the secondary schools in Germany are no
longer schools for the children of the privileged
classes, but they are intended rather for intelligent
and promising children, irrespective of the social
status of their parents. There is no 'Free Place
Examination', as in England. If the parents of
a child who possesses the intelligence and apti-
tude necessary for higher education are poor, a
scholarship or a freeship is given to him to enable
him to study in a secondary school, for the
Federal Constitution has emphasised the principle
that poverty should be no bar to a student receiv-
ing the kind of education for which he is best
fitted.
Types of Secondary Schools*
The most striking feature of German secon-
dary schools, which is at first almost bewildering
to a visitor from India, is their variety. There are
nine-year secondary schools as well as six-year
secondary schools. Of the former, there are six
types, viz., the Gymnasium, Reformgymnasium,
Realgymnasium, R eformrealgymnasium, 0 b er-
realschule and Deutsche Obersckule, The six-
year types are the Pro gymnasium, Realprogym-
nasium and Realschule, with courses similar to
those of the first six years of the Gymnasium,
Realgymnasium and the Oberrealschule, respec-
tively. These schools do not lead up to the